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Canada-Chile Free Trade Agreement 

Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Committee 

Joint Report 

May 26, 2021 

 

The SPS Committee meeting was held through videoconference on May 26, 2021.  

 

Chile and Canada adopted the agenda attached as Annex 1. The attendee list of each delegation 

is enclosed as Annex II.  

 

1. Agenda Items 

 

a. Introduction and Opening Remarks 

 

Following introductory remarks from each Party, Canada suggested establishing Rules of 

Procedure for the Committee to streamline the process for future Committee meetings.  

 

Action Item: Canada to circulate draft Rules of Procedure. 

  Chile to review and provide comments back to Canada. 

 

b. Information Items/Regulatory Cooperation 

 

Canada provided an update on the implementation of the Safe Food for Canadian Regulations 

(SFCR). Canada now requires importing companies of manufactured foods to hold a licence 

under the SFCR.  

 

Action item: Canada to share additional information on the SFCR which Chile will share with 

their export promotion agency.  

 

Both parties provided updates on their African Swine Fever (ASF) Preparedness and Prevention 

strategies.  

 

Action item:  Canada to share ASF presentation with Chile. 

 Chile to share ASF presentation with Canada. 

Technical meeting for further discussion on ASF preparedness and zoning will be 

scheduled as needed. 

c. Specific Trade Issues 
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Stone fruit exports to British Columbia 

Chile requested that Canada accept its new proposal on a systems approach for export of stone 

fruits to British Columbia. Canada confirmed that all information has been received and 

everything should be in place for Chile to use the systems approach for the 2021 production 

system. Canada will notify Chile as soon as the Automated Import Reference System (AIRS) is 

updated with the information.  

 

Action Item: Canada to inform Chile once the process for stone fruits is complete. 

 

Raspberry exports to Canada 

Chile provided an update on the measures from its sanitary and custom services that have been 

put in place to minimize the risk of exports of third-country raspberries to Canada which were 

previously fraudulently identified as organic.  

 

Export of lupine research seeds (Lupinus spp.) 

This agenda item was not discussed. Both parties agreed in advance of the meeting to remove it 

from the agenda as it was not identified as an ongoing issue.  

 

Market Access for Nylon shrimp 

Chile requested an update on the development of import requirements for the export of nylon 

shrimp from Chile to Canada. Canada responded that there has been no recent communication 

from the original requestor on this issue but Canada would be happy to review the priority of 

this file if Chile is able to share the latest documents in English.  

 

Action item:  Canada to describe the process of the development of import requirements and 

send a formal request through the Canadian Embassy in Chile to request the 

documents in English.  

 

Market access for trout eggs  

Chile indicated that a producer has expressed interest in exporting trout eggs to Canada and 

asked for clarification on the process for approvals for this product. Canada responded that a 

full country evaluation will be required as import for aquaculture purposes is considered a high-

risk end use.  

 

Action item: Canada to describe the process of the development of import requirements and 

respond on a technical level through the Canadian Embassy in Chile.  

Final steps for bivalve molluscs exports authorization 
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Chile asked for a status update on the next step in the process concerning its access request for  

live bivalve molluscs for food for human consumption. Canada responded that non-susceptible 

species approved for public health purposes only was published in AIRS on April 21, 2021.  For 

species that are susceptible to aquatic animal diseases and subject to animal health controls, 

Canada noted it has not received any requests from importers so their focus has been on other 

files. Chile asked if they could sign up to receive notices of when AIRS changes were published.  

 

Action item: Canada agreed to share the process to subscribe to the AIRS listserve. On the 

animal health side, Canada will follow up at a technical level through the 

Canadian Embassy in Chile regarding imports of susceptible species of molluscs 

for food service and retail use.  

 

Pre-listing for livestock products processing establishments 

Chile requested the creation of working group to foster interchanges on genetics between 

Canada and Chile. The working group would develop workplans and timelines for various 

products, starting with embryos. Canada agreed to the creation of a working group, starting 

with embryos and moving on to live swine, semen and poultry establishments.  

 

Action item: Chile to propose a date for the first working group meeting.  

 

Veterinary drugs 

Chile requested information on the process used for registering veterinary drugs to create 

vaccines. Canada indicated that the lead on that issue is Health Canada and their 

representatives were not at the SPS meeting but suggested the request be made in writing.  

 

Action item: Chile to send a request for additional information regarding the registration 

process for veterinary products in Canada.  

 

Extension of pilot program to export canola seed for crushing to Chile 

Canada thanked Chile for the development of a pilot project to export canola seed for crushing. 

Canada suggested a technical review of the pilot project to review the program and discuss next 

steps. Chile indicated they would be open to a technical discussion on the third phase in 2022 

to review the program with the goal of making this a permanent arrangement. 

 

Action item: Canada to schedule a technical discussion for early 2022. 

 

 

Salmonid eggs from Canada to Chile 
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Canada thanked Chile for conducting the virtual audit in February 2021 and requested an 

update on the re-opening of the Chilean market. Chile indicated receiving the information. Chile 

will issue the final report on the virtual audit by June 2021 and work towards closing this long 

standing market access issue by year-end.  Chile will also provide additional information 

concerning well-water quality for the compartment. 

 

Action item: Chile to provide parameters for well-water testing for aquaculture and to share 

their final report on the virtual audit of Canada’s salmon egg compartment by 

June 2021. 

 

Updating establishment listings for bovine embryos, breeding swine and swine semen 

Canada requested an update on the establishment listings for bovine embryos, breeding swine 

and swine semen. Chile suggested discussing these items in the working group that will be 

established.  

 

d. Other Issues 

 

Parties agreed to hold another SPS committee meeting in 12-18 months.  
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Annex I 

 

Agenda of the Canada-Chile FTA SPS Committee Meeting 

May 26, 2021 

 

1 Introductions and opening remarks 

• Acknowledgement of inaugural meeting of new modernized Canada-Chile 

FTA SPS Chapter, including new SPS Committee 

• Review of action items from 2017 SPS Committee Meeting 

• Development of rules of procedure for modernized SPS Committee 

9:00- 9:30 

 

2 Information Items/Regulatory Cooperation:  

 Canada: 

• Regulatory update (Safe Food for Canadians Regulations ,SFCR) 

• Update on African Swine Fever prevention 

Chile: 

• Update on African Swine Fever prevention 

9:30-10:15 

 

Health Break 10:15 – 10:30 

 

3 Specific Trade Issues:  

 Issues of interest to Chile  

• Stone fruits exports to British Colombia 

• Raspberry exports: follow up August 2020 technical meeting 

• Export of lupine research seeds (Lupinus spp.) 

• Market Access for Nylon shrimp 

• Market access for trout eggs  

• Final steps for bivalve molluscs exports authorization 

• Pre-listing for livestock products processing establishment Canada/Chile 

10:30 – 11:00 

 Issues of interest to Canada  

• Market access of canola seeds for crushing following successful pilot 

shipments in 2020 (extended to February 2022) 

• Market access of salmon coho eggs following February 2021 virtual audit 

• Bovine germoplasm- updating establishment export list and expanding market 

access to include in vitro produced bovine embryos 

• Live Swine and genetics- Potential for establishment approvals through virtual 

audit 

11:00-11:30 

4 Conclusion, actions items, next meeting  11:30-12:00 
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Annex II 

 

List of Participants to the Canada-Chile FTA SPS Committee Meeting 

May 26, 2021 

 
Chile  

 

Under Secretariat of International Economic Affairs 

 

- Gastón Fernández (GF), Head of Regulatory 

Division 

- Fernando Catalán, SPS advisor Regulatory 

Division 

 

National Fisheries and Aquaculture Service (SERNAPESCA) 

 

- Marcela Lara, Aquaculture Sub-Director 

- Carlos Navarro, Head of Animal Health 

Department 

- Héctor Escobar, Food Safety and Certification 

Sub-Director 

- Mónica Rojas (MR), Head of International Affairs 

Unit 

 

Livestock and Agriculture Service 

 

Plant Protection Division 

- Rodrigo Astete, Head of Plant Protection 

Division 

- Roberto Mir, Head of Phytosanitary Regulation 

and Certification Department 

- Marco Muñoz, Head of Plant Health Department 

- Alejandra Aburto, Head of Forestry and 

Agriculture Products Regulation and Supplies 

Control 

- Tamara Galvez, Phytosanitary Regulation and 

Certification Department 

- Pablo Reyes, Plant Protection Division-SAG 

- Nancy Soto,  Plant Protection Division -SAG 

 

Livestock Protection Division: 

- Marta Rojas (MR), Head of Animal Health 

Department 

- Paula Cancino, Head of Livestock Imports Sub-

department 

- Claudio Jara (CJ), Livestock Imports Sub-

department 

 

International Affairs  

- Gonzalo Ríos, Head of International Affairs 

Department 

- Hector Galleguillos, Head of Trade and 

International Cooperation Department 

Canada 

 

CFIA - MAS 

• Luc Rivard (LR), Canadian Co-Chair of the CETA SPS JMC  

• Kim Meegan, Deputy Director, CFIA MAS Americas  

• Andrew Bauman, Policy Analyst, CFIA MAS Americas 

• Mathieu Gagne, Policy Analyst, CFIA MAS Americas 

CFIA FIED 

• Daniel Burgoyne (DB), National Manager, Food Imports, Food 
Import Export Division, International Programs Directorate 

• David Sturrock, Program Specialist, Food Imports, Food Import 
Export Division, International Programs Directorate 

• Perminder Bansal, Veterinary Program specialist, Food 
Imports, Food Import Export Division, International Programs 

CFIA PIED 

• Greg Wolff (GW), Senior Director, Plant Import Export Division, 

International Programs Directorate 

• Patricia McAllister (PM), National Manager, Horticulture and 
Grains, International Programs Directorate 

• Neil Henry, Horticulture Program Specialist, Horticulture and 

Grains, International Programs Directorate 

• Sukhminder Sawhney, National Manager, Field Crops and 

Potato, International Programs Directorate 

• Doug Winmill, Senior specialist, Field Crops and Potato, 

International Programs Directorate 

CFIA AIED 

• Nancy Rheault, Senior Director for Animal Import/Export 

Division 

• Pierre Lafortune (PL), National Manager for Import/Export Live 

Animals and Germplasm Section 

• Joanne Constantine (JC), National Manager for Import/Export 

Aquatics Section 

• Michael Langlet, Import/Export Aquatics Section Policy and 

Program Specialist 

• Erica Mitchell (EM), Import/Export Aquatics Section 

A/Veterinary Program Specialist 

• Elham Guirgis (EG), National Veterinary Program Specialist, 

African Swine Fever 

• J. P. Dahiya, Senior Staff Veterinarian, Import/Export Live 

Animals and Germplasm  

• Anne Holmes, Senior Staff Veterinarian, Import/Export Live 
Animals and Germplasm 
 

 

http://directinfo.agr.gc.ca/directInfo/eng/index.php?fuseaction=agriInfo.orgUnit&dn=ou=IELAGS-SIEAVMG,ou=AIEDIV-DIVIMECA,ou=INPRODIR-DIRINPRO,ou=INTAFFAI-AFFAIINT,OU=CFIA-ACIA,o=gc,c=ca
http://directinfo.agr.gc.ca/directInfo/eng/index.php?fuseaction=agriInfo.orgUnit&dn=ou=IELAGS-SIEAVMG,ou=AIEDIV-DIVIMECA,ou=INPRODIR-DIRINPRO,ou=INTAFFAI-AFFAIINT,OU=CFIA-ACIA,o=gc,c=ca
http://directinfo.agr.gc.ca/directInfo/eng/index.php?fuseaction=agriInfo.orgUnit&dn=ou=IEAS-SIEAA,ou=AIEDIV-DIVIMECA,ou=INPRODIR-DIRINPRO,ou=INTAFFAI-AFFAIINT,OU=CFIA-ACIA,o=gc,c=ca
http://directinfo.agr.gc.ca/directInfo/eng/index.php?fuseaction=agriInfo.orgUnit&dn=ou=IEAS-SIEAA,ou=AIEDIV-DIVIMECA,ou=INPRODIR-DIRINPRO,ou=INTAFFAI-AFFAIINT,OU=CFIA-ACIA,o=gc,c=ca
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- Marcela Faúndez, Canada and North America 

desk 

 

Andrés Rodriguez, Agriculture Attaché to the United States 

and Canada 

GAC 

• Callie Stewart (CS), Global Affairs Canada, Co-chair 

• Shirley Liang, Global Affairs Canada 

• Geoff Adams, Global Affairs Canada 

• Cesar Urias, Global Affairs Canada 

• Michael Wylie, Global Affairs Canada 

• Mark Richardson, Senior Trade Commissioner, Embassy of 

Canada in Chile 

• Richard Clark, Trade Commissioner, Embassy of Canada in 

Chile 

• Renée Plouffe, Trade Commissioner, Embassy of Canada in 

Chile 

Daphné Dubois, Trade Commissioner, Embassy of Canada in Chile 

 


